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Lobero Theatre named one of DownBeat Magazine’s 
Best Places to See Jazz


1. DownBeat Magazine’s International Jazz Venue Guide
1. Only 150 Venues Worldwide 
1. Lobero Jazz tickets 10% off this January
1. Kurt Elling added to Jazz Lineup

Santa Barbara, CA, December 30, 2010 – In testament to the Lobero Theatre Foundation’s continued efforts to present quality jazz and American roots performances in a cherished historic setting, the Lobero Theatre has been named one of the Best Places to See Jazz by DownBeat Magazine, the pre-eminent publication of the jazz and roots genre for the last 76 years. Sharing the designation are venues all over the world, including such iconic and notable clubs as the Blue Note in New York City, Yoshi’s in San Fransisco, and Preservation Hall in New Orleans. DownBeat’s International Jazz Venue Guide will be available January 18, 2011 as part of the February issue. This honor confirms the Lobero Theatre’s intimate and enduring qualities, and solidifies Santa Barbara’s reputation as a premier cultural destination.
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“There’s a welcome feeling I get when I walk into the Lobero. I know I’m among my kind of people: jazz loving, passionate, intelligent listeners. To play at the Lobero is like coming home.” – Dave Brubeck

“The Lobero Theatre is quite simply my favorite venue. Period. It's magical and warm and I look forward to the next time I get to enjoy it.” – Tierney Sutton, jazz singer

The Lobero Theatre has been presenting the best in jazz since 1949, hosting such legends as Dave Brubeck, Herbie Hancock, Wayne Shorter, Dave Holland, Ray Brown, Roy Haynes and many others. The 2010-2011 Jazz at the Lobero Season has featured Charles Lloyd and Omara Portuondo in 2010 and offers Bill Frisell Trio and John Scofield Trio in a rare double-bill this February, followed by McCoy Tyner Quartet and Dave Brubeck’s Brubeck Institute Jazz Quintet in March, and newly announced, Kurt Elling in April. 

In celebration of the tremendous amount of talent which has graced the Lobero stage, the Lobero Theatre will offer a 10% discount on these jazz shows with an online purchase during the month of January using promo code: DOWNBEAT. 


History of Jazz at the Lobero
The Lobero Theatre has been Santa Barbara’s home for jazz for 61 years, beginning in December 1949 with Nappy La Marre and the Dixie Land Bobcats, with the Bay City Jazz supporting. From then on, the Lobero has consistently presented jazz in a wide variety of formats. 1957 saw a boom in jazz with a calendar brimming with talent; vocalist Anita O’Day, saxophonist Bud Shank and the Pete Jolly Trio, and Grammy Award-winning vibraphonist Cal Tjader, who appeared twice. The following year, the Lobero hosted the West Coast Jazz Festival. Vocalists Sarah Vaughan and Carmen McRae sold out their respective shows in 1962, and then the Lobero jazz programs rested until their revival in the 1970’s. These years saw Bobby Short (’72), McCoy Tyner (’77), Joe Pass (’77), Taj Majal (’78, ’79), Pat Metheny (’79, ’80), Keith Jarrett (’80, ’83), and Dexter Gordon and Etta James performing together in 1980. 1981 witnessed gypsy jazz violinist Stephane Grappelli, pianist Chick Corea, and renowned saxophonist Charles Lloyd in the first of many appearances on his home stage. 1985–1993 highlights include: Dizzy Gillespie (’89), the Preservation Hall Jazz Band (’87, ’90 & ’93), and return performances of Taj Mahal (’88 & ’93).

During the latter part of the 1990’s the Lobero Theatre foundation turned inward, developing new ways to hone and cultivate jazz programming for Santa Barbara audiences, resulting in the creation of the Jazz at the Lobero series in 2000. Committed to bringing the finest jazz artists around, as well as inspiring and growing audiences for jazz, Jazz at the Lobero has presented well over forty series shows and more than 25 stand-alone jazz concerts since its inception, including an incredible inaugural season which featured Chick Corea, Sonny Rollins, Wayne Shorter, and Herbie Hancock. Other highlights from this amazing series are: Ahmad Jamal (’02, ’05), Mingus Big Band (’05), Pat Metheny (’05), four-time Grammy-winner Diane Reeves (’07), Ray Brown (’07), and Roy Haynes (’08). 

Jazz at the Lobero continues to preserve and present the best of jazz and American music in a setting reflective of the great American traditions and talent on its stage, now recognized as one of DownBeat Magazine’s Best Places to See Jazz. 

Jazz at the Lobero 2011

Bill Frisell Trio & John Scofield Trio, February 12, 2011
A rare-double bill of Bill Frisell & John Scofield offers jazz fans a chance to see two of the “big three” play in the intimacy of the Lobero. Bill Frisell has established himself as one of the most sought-after guitar voices in contemporary music. The breadth of his performances and recordings is a testament not only to his singular guitar conception, but his musical versatility as well. He’s an innovative player who has been constructing a beautiful bridge between the worlds of instrumental jazz and country for years. John Scofield’s influence has been ever-present for almost three decades. Possessor of a very distinctive rock-oriented sound that utilizes overdrive, Scofield is a masterful jazz improviser whose music generally falls somewhere between post-bop, fusion, and soul jazz.

“Frisell is a revered figure among musicians – like Miles Davis and few others, his signature is built from pure sound and inflection; an anti-technique that is instantly identifiable.” – The Philadelphia Inquirer

 “Scofield's muse has evolved from guitar standards to post-bop to fusion and back again. (He wears) a gilded robe as the modern messiah of Terminator jazz." – Ken Micaleff, Downbeat Magazine 

McCoy Tyner Quartet & Brubeck Institute Jazz Quintet, March 8, 2011
McCoy Tyner nurtures each facet of his piano art with gusto, uncompromising integrity and boundless energy. He views music and piano as his life purpose, and performing is his passion. Doubling up with McCoy Tyner will be talented rising jazz stars from the Brubeck Institute Jazz Quintet, recognized as DownBeat’s best collegiate jazz group in the country in 2007 and 2009. 

“McCoy Tyner’s blues-based piano style, replete with sophisticated chords and an explosively percussive left hand has transcended conventional styles to become one of the most identifiable sounds in improvised music. His harmonic contributions and dramatic rhythmic devices form the vocabulary of a majority of jazz pianists.” – AllAboutJazz.com

Kurt Elling, April 19, 2011
Since his debut, Kurt Elling has risen to international prominence as a groundbreaking jazz artist, established himself as a composer and lyricist, and has gone on to write and direct critically acclaimed literary, artistic, and musical events. Elling has spent the last nine consecutive years at the top of the DownBeat Critics’ poll and the last four consecutive years topping the JazzTimes Readers’ poll. 

“Jazz singing doesn’t come much better than this ... an artist at the top of his form.” – London Times

#  #  #

Jazz at the Lobero individual tickets are available now at www.lobero.com, and at the Lobero Theatre Box Office, 805.963.0761. Prices vary, see website for details. All prices include facility fee. All patron tickets include priority seating, pre-performance private reception, recognition in the event program, and a tax-deductible gift to the Lobero Theatre.

Jazz at the Lobero is sponsored by the Santa Barbara County Arts Commission, the Santa Barbara Independent, KCSB 91.9 FM, Casa Magazine and the Lobero Theatre Endowment for 
American Roots Music.
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